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THE MICRO-ORGANISMS OF THE SOIL

First of all, there is the slow rate at which complex^
nitrogen compounds disappear from the soil in comparison
with the rate of oxidation of the carbon. Thus, in the
original plant residues, there is some forty times as much
carbon as nitrogen : before they have been long in the soil
there is only ten times as much carbon as nitrogen; this
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seems to be the stable position. What is the reason for this
preferential oxidation of the carbon ? No explanation can
yet be given.
An equally difficult problem arises in connection with
the length of time the process will continue. Decomposi-
tion of the nitrogen compounds never seems to be complete